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Satire should, 


like a potsh'd razor keen, 


Wound with a touch that’s scarcely felt or seen.—Lapy Mowraceue. 


Politica! Pasquinades and Political Caricatures are parts (though humble ones) of Political Histe>y. 


Tey supply information as to the personal habits, and 


often as to the motives and objects of public men, which cannot be found cisewhere "—Crokern’s New Wario Geib 
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The King’s Speech on the opening of Parliament is generally 
a hash of very stale ingredients. [tis a dish of which one may 


easily guess the contents before it is served up, for it is almost 


Invariably composed upon certain fixed and understood rules of 


government cookery. 

Take one sentence of flummery about the importance of the 
duties now required of Parliament, add to that a paragraph of 
common place allusion to foreign affairs, two lines about supe 


plies and economy, with a few words about the present state of 


4 


the country, and you have an ordinary King’s speech quite as 
comprehensive and comprehensible as the regular run of those 
most unsatisfactory documents. 

A speech to a reformed Parliament required however rather 
mere candour than usually flows from the regal month on the 
opening of the Session, and the speech just made. is decidedly 
Vor Uf. 
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if not more intelligible, at least more ¢ xplicit than most of its 


predecessors, 


In one of our caricatures this week we exhibit the singular 


process of making up the speech in the Government kitchen, 
where each member is represented as contributing his share ot 


the ingredients. Our econd cut shows the process of convey 
e e ° ‘_— . ~aeol 
ing itinto the reval mouth. and exemplifies the fact though 


>» 
we do not say it is so in the present instance) that the sovereign 


awe 


is forced to swallow, however unpalatable, whatever his servants 


ray » ’ - al 
Che gashing Seymour has also 


mav think fit to administer. 


kk cround a probir yr tou h at the 


~ 


eustorr 


by the 


thrown into the bae 
which sometimes prevails of adulterating the speech, 
left-handed interference of interested parties, who have acees- 
to the reyal scullery. Such attempt has however if made, not 
proved very successful in the present instance, forthe speech df 


which we give an explanatory version (as usual) below, is 
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thongh not altogether to our taste) at least more satisfactory 


than usual. We givea poetical paraphrase, which brings ont in 


intelligible colours, such parts as before seemed wrapped in 
obscurity. 
THE KING’S SPEECH. 
My Lords and Gentlimen,—At length you’ve met, 

No longer now the old corrupted set 

Of barefac’d Knaves, or double-faced dissemblers, 
But a sound body made of wholesome men ders. 
Subjects of weight require your attention, 

A few of which I presently will mention, 

Pedro and Miguel I still lament, 

Upon a row in Portugal are bent, 

\ pair of fools, I really cannot screen ’em, 

So damn ’em let ’em fight it out between ’eim. 

I’m sorry Belgian Leopold is still 

At loggerheads with beadstrong Holland’s Bill, 
Indeed the Jatter got so fond of bouncing, 

France was compelled to try a little trouncing, 

And Holland’s spirit though its deuced strong, 
Could not be proof ’gainst Gerard’s cannon long. 
The Bank of England and East India Charter 

Will soon expire, but take care what you’re arter, 
They’ve both enjoyed too long a vast monopoly, 
But while you cut ’em down, pray use ‘em properly. 
Your strict attention soon will be demanded, 

Unto old Mother Church, the hundred-handed, 
The lady for a plethora must be bled, 

And more especially about the head. 

She has indeed unequally been nourished ; 

Her limbs have starved, her head alone has flourished 
Prescribe a pill for her, and let me urge 

Your making it as strong as Russell’s purge. 

Gents, of the House of Commons,—l’ ve commanded 

The Estimates to be directly banded 

Over to you; and I believe you’ll tind 

That to economy I’m much inclined. 


My Lords and Gentlemen,—I'm with the movement, 
(As some folks say,) that is, I’m for improvement. 
But still, upon my soul, I can’t allow 
In wretched Ireland such a horrid row 
\s lately they’ve been making, so pray grant 
Whate’er additional power I may want 
To keep in order the deluded peasantry, 
Who seem to think murder’s a bit of pleasantry, 
They want the Union repealed—but that 
[ will preserve, and so I'll tell them pat. 
But if more gentle measures will not quict ’em, 
The volunteers must really have a shy at ’em 
So you perceive from these expressed opinions, 
How much I wish for peace in my dominions. 
We forbear to make any comments on the above, turthe: 
than that the intimation respecting Church Reform may be 


regarded as highly satisfactory. 


THE INTERPRETER. 


Bully versus Bully. 

Wr. Adolphus (loudly). Silence, Sir; it was advertised. 

Mr. Laing. Mr. Adolphus you have vo right to interfere bere at all, 
aad if it comes to a point you have no right to be present bere during 
the investigation ofa felony. 

Mr. Adolphus (bowing). 
person. 

Mr. Laing. Then I beg you will not interfere. You have shown 
very little courtesy to the bench; for my part I do not care who stays 
here I will pursue my duty fearlessly.— Police Report in daily puper. 

When “ Greek meets Greek then comes the tug of war,” and 
wheu Adolphus encounters Laing then comes the contest of 
blackguardism. Adolphus has long been the established bully 


of the Courts below, and his fine Newgate connexion has been 


I am aware of that, nor has any other 
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very favourable to the development of his talent for low abuse, 
and vulgarity. He entered life with the support of the pick- 
pockets, and he has proved himself well worthy of such highly 
respectable patronage. Laing is one of those savages who sit 
in gloomy ferocity on the magisterial bench, abusing alike the 
guilty aud the innocent, and venting the natural venom of his 
disposition in commitments to the sundry prisons of the metro- 
polis. But Laing and Adolphus tired of worrying their 
respective victims occasionally turn round upon one another 
with true beastly ferecity. The bully of the bench pounces 
with tiger like fiereeness on the bully of the bar, and Laing 
worried by a contest with Adolphus, vents his spleen in an 
additional month or so for the next committal he has to make 
iu his magisterial capacity. 
Important Intelligence. 

The King has granted to Richard Brooke, Esquire, of Clifton, Glou- 

cestershire, permission to use the surname of Jones in addition to and 


after that of Brooke.— Court Journal. 
This is an act of truly royal munifieence, and we congratulate 


the late Mr. Brooke on his being able by the liberality of his 
' sovereign, to glory in the name of Jones as a secondary appella- 


tion. To be serious, if the poor man thinks he has secured an 
increase of dignity by the assumption of the horribly plebeian 
cognomen he has chosen, Brooke is more worthy of his first 
title than of his last, for he is most confoundedly shallow, 


The Press and the Public. 

The Carlists in France have taken a very peculiar method 
of maintaining their political sentiments, and it seems have 
challenged the whole of the liberal Press in Paris ; in faet 
have called out every Editor whose sentiments do not give 
them satisfaction. ‘The quarrel originated with a Carlist 
calling out the conductor of the Corsazre, a little work on the 
plan of Figaro in London. Our ally seems to have been 
wounded, and the affair has set others on the same scent, so 
that there is scarcely an Editor in Paris who has not received 
a challenge. If aman of talent is to be subject to be called 
to account by every blustering blackguard that is displeased 
with his sentiments, there will soon be a tota] extinction of 
ability in the French capital ; for as the bullies are always 
more numerous everywhere than the clever men, the latter 
would be all cut off before the number of the former could be 
materially diminished. Editors should set more value on them- 
selves than to risk their lives against that of any scoundrel, 
who may feel disposed to perpetrate a little butchery. It 
would be hard indeed if after proving a man to be a scamp, 
one were forced to go out with him, and thus acknowledge his 
right to be treated as a gentleman. We might on this  princi- 
le be called on to fight a duel with Bishop Philpotts, or to 
give Old Bailey Adolphus! the satisfaction of a gentleman! ! 

Sut no! the life of an Editor is too valuable to be put in 
jeopardy against that of every blood-hunting vagabond, te 
whom trath may be unpalatable. Public writers (thank 
heaven) have nothing privately to do with those scoundrels 
whom it is their duty occasionally to physic with the whole- 
some drug of chastisement, 

The liberal Aristocracy. 

The footman of Lord Cornwallis was charged with assaulting a Mrs. 
Mountprivat, who had called to see Lady Cornwallis her sister. ‘The 
plaintiff had formerly been allowed one pound per week by bis Lordship 
whe was forced to withhold that stipend from ber on account of her 
violence. 

Mr. Dyer said she had been treated with great humanity, and dis- 
charged the warrant.—Police Report. 

We know not in this case which to admire most, the liberality 
of Lord Cornwallis, or the appreciation of it by the magistrate. 
One pound per week is indeed a princely stipend for a Lord 
to allow to his wife’s sister, and it surely ought to be sufficient 
to calm down any woman into a state of quiet thankfulness. A 
nobleman living in the highest style of fashion, musi certainly 


not be annoyed by the avarice of his wife's sister in not being 








satisfied at a weekly stipend of twenty shillings; which is so 
adequate to the wants of a person brought up in what is called 
fashionable society. Lady Cornwallis seems by the police 
report to have been so shocked at her sister’s extravagant ideas, 
that her Ladyship is extremely 7// on account of ‘her relation’s 
indecent pertinacity. Affluence acts awfully upon the nerves, 
as we see by the difference in the two sisters; for poor Mrs. 
Mountprivat upon her pound per week is able to grapple with 
a stout brawny footman, while her /ady sister is so shocked at 
merely hearing of such things as to be made eavtremely ill by 
the intelligence. ‘Those aristocrats are poor creatures after 
all; for their distinction seems to consist in their weaknesses. 
If Lady Cornwallis really feels so exceedingly indisposed on 
her sister’s account, we would recommend her ladyship to 
endeavour to prevail on her munificent lord to restore to Mrs. 
Mountprivat her former alluwance, with some material increase, 
and we have no doubt that not only will lady C. find her 
health improved, but competence may act as a quietus to the 
impetuosities of her poor neglected kinswoman. 
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PARLIAMENTARY OPENINGS. 


The opening of Parliament will enable us to resume our very 
popular department of Parliamentary Openings. ‘The specimens 
we give below are pleasantly characteristic of a Reformed 
louse, for they are considerably more candid than complimentary. 

Mr. Cobbett said there was no gentleman in the house— 

Lerd Lyndhurst said that when he accepted his present 
ofice he was much embarrassed—- 

Lord Stormont said he was a simple member of the house— 

Sir James Scarlett said if he might be allowed to judge by 
himself, there was not an honourable member present — 


BROUGHAMIANA, NO. 13. 

The success of this department renders it necessary for us 
to have communication with the Chancellor repeatedly. ‘The 
other day we were talking with him on the subject of Coroner’s 
Inquests, when he smilingly observed, ‘‘ It is strange, but it has 
just occurred to me that neither Philpotts the Bishop of Exeter, 
vor Earl Winchelsea could ever be eligible to act as Jurors on 
an Inquest.” ‘Indeed, my Lord,” we replied, ‘‘ How so?” 
“Why,” gaily responded the witty Brougham, ® it is not law- 
ful for any body to be set upon by villians.” 


GLOUCESTZRIANA.—No. 31. 





‘“T don’t know what is the reason,” moaned the sapient 
Gloucester, ** that we who disliked the Reform Bill were called 
suceringly the male-contents of the House of Lords. Why, 
an’t we all of us male-contents? I can’t make it out Higgins, 
upon my veracity.” The aid-de-camp who isa staunch re- 
former at heart, though he knows it is as much as his head is 
worth to acknowledge it, sarcastically muttered, (aside) ‘* Why 
they should call you male-contents ’'m sure I can’t conceive, 
seeing that you are a gang of discontented old women ?” (still 
aside) “Oh! oh! oh! oh! he! he! he! he!” 

‘I have been reading the history of Rome lately,” mumbled 
the Duke, ‘“‘and I find that London is of extraordinary antiquity. 
The body of Pompey after he was murdered seems to have been 
shamefully left and exposed to the indignation of the public in 
the Strand.” Higgins hailed this proof of royal research with 
au humble salam, muttering during the inclination of his head, 
‘oh, the eurs’d idiot!” 

“Did you see Higgins,” cried the Duke in a frenzy, “ that 
my brother Bill in his speech declared that large sums had been 
required by the exigencies of the Times, Didn’t I always say 
that rascally paper was in the pay of the government? what a 
fool the King was to let it out in his speech though? Eh, 
Higgins.” ‘The aid-de-camp yelped. 
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BREVITIES. 


‘* Brevity is the soul of wit.””—Shakspeare. 


Room for Improvement. 

A Conservative patron was the other day descanting on the 
abilities of the youthful Lord Stormont. The young Tory’s 
talents are indeed so excessively small as to be things that will 
allow censiderable enlarging on. 


Zpigram 
(On the Bishop of Exeter.) 
That in singing the Bishop can never excel, 
I’ll give you the proof for I have it by rote, 
He is always disgraced it is known very well, 
Whenever he happens to get into note. 


A good Example. 

In the House of Commons, the grand characteristic of the 
office of Speaker is silence; and he fills the place best who 
best holds his tongue. ‘There are other speakers in the House 
(not official), who would show their sagacity by following the 
example of their president. 

A personal insult. 

The passage in the King’s speech which declares that sué- 
jects of the greatest magnitude demand the attention of a 
Reformed Parliament has given personal offence to Mr. Carus 
| Wilson. 


| 


Epigram. 

(Suggested by a recommendation to form medals out of the iron knowa 
to be contained in human blood, and keep them as memorials of the 
departed. 

The blood of Wynford, then, a score would make 
Of iron medals, from a single part ; 

For irou in abundance you might take 
Froin the cold blood that stagnates in his heart. 


The lowest Stamp. 

‘“« How is it that Sir James Scarlett is re-elected ?” said a 
coarse but honest reformer, ‘‘ when every one agrees in calling 
him a blackguard of the lowest stamp.” “Don’t you know,” 
replied his companion, ‘ that the dowest stamp is that which 
is used for reseating” (receipting ). 

A Beam in the Bye. 

The Tories pretend they have a strong desire to sfand weld 

in John Bull’s eye. ‘They have certainly evinced a strong 


} 
| disposition to blind him. 


4 marvel. 

Mr. O’Connell gives praise to Mr. Manners Sutton for his 
‘‘almost miraculous facility in expressing the sense of the 
House.” [tis certainly marvellous how he managed to express 
that which to no one else was ever visible. 

A knock down. 

The arguments of Stormont are said by his party to be 
occasionally well grounded. We agrce with this in the sense 
Gully would understand it. The stripling’s arguments are often 
regularly floored. 

Making a Stand. 

Sir James Scarlett is decidedly a member of long standing 
in his profession ; indeed since his resignation of the office of 
Attorney General, he has been heard to complain of his so /eng 
standing without being again promoted. 


< 


The Commens at a Discount. 

The proceedings of the new Parliament are said to have 
been distinguished by more than ordinary énferest. 
bad omen, since interest has always been too manifest i 
| acts of the House of Commons. 


This isa 
the 
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A bad Spec. | 
“Tt is impossible,” say the Whigs, * to speculate with safety | 
on the future conduct of the Tories. We A | 
ministers in this point, ‘* for whoever ventures 
the conduct of the Tories, speculates on a thing of very little 
value,” | 


agree with 


to speculate on 


A Cockney Bpigram. | 

In Parliament | 
No reverence for age appeats . 

For they who hear each speaker's tuff, 
Find there is no respect for (y Jears. 


‘tis plain enough 


THEATRICALS. 


The present state of oar two national theatres is a Jamentable 
proof of the low et to which the legitimate 
Foreigners monopolise the boards of both th: 
the exclusion of native talent, and ballette u SUrps the empire of 
tragedy and come¢ ly. Fortunately this cannot last, for it will 
be impossible { or the prodigal Polhill and the grasning Laporte 
to keep up such expe isive companies as at present they have 
engaged, and the Gazette must, we fear, be the point te which 
our eyes must eventually turn for the denouement of the ex- 
travaganza now being pe ‘rformed by the rival managers, The 
hacknied opera of Don Juan is out at Drury Lane, and we 
shall give a critique upon it next week, while at Covent Garden 
Peake’s Smuggler Boy is, we fear, the Jast English drama 
that our foreign manager intends to favour us with. We must 
therefore, we presume, wait patiently for the commencement 
of Mr. Arnold’s campaign, when we may hope once more to 
see pieces and acting worthy of the title of the English drama. 
We paid a visit to the Surrey on Saturday evening, a house 
which we are sorry to say has Jately retrogr: aded considerably | 
in the scale of attraction. We were temp ited pemeevet by the | 
announcement of a piece called Shakspeare’s karly Days 
which is the production of an individual named Sains rset, whe 
has recently distinguished himse'f by asking relief of the Lord 
Mayor on the pies of his being the author of upwards of one 
hundred pieces. That Mr. $ distress will not be 
surprising to any one acquainted with his productions; the 


has fallen. 
patent houses to 


drama 


Somerset is in 


only astonishment will be how he could ever pass for a single 
week asa dramatist. Talent he certainly never did display, 


and however we may pity his misfortunes, it is net as a literary 

man that he can have any claim to our syinpathy. He might have | 
been respectable in an occupation more suited to his capacity, and 
as the cobbler should never go beyond his /ast,” so as an 
author Mr. Somerset “shonld never have gone beyond the 
first” of his dramatic productions. He has been one of those 
men who have reduced writing for the stage to its present low 
ebb: he would write cheap, and with a mercantile idea of genius, 
showing his want of it, he was content to sell his compositions 
by the yard to such managers as would purchase them. He is 
now we understand trudging about town with a board at his 
back, proclaiming himself as the author of more than LOO 
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If he can write a fair hand we should rejoice to see 
the poor creature comfortably installed upen a stool in a 
lawyer's office, but he must be content to forget for ever his 
literary aspirations, and indeed we are sure that distress acts 
always upon ambition as a most powerful sedative. We must 
not be supposed to show a want of feeling for this man’s dis- 
tresses, indeed we should be very glad to promote a subscription 
in his behalf if his case be such as it is described, but we pro- 
test against his vanity, (the ruling passion strong in starvation) 
which induees him still to cling to his literary prerepee. 
With regard to his pice e now acting at the Surrey under the 
title of Shaks pea e's Narly Days. it is a stringing 
together of various passages from Shakspeare, connected with 
twaddle founded on circumstances re lated of the bard’s family. 
Shakspeare is made to speak some of his most popular speeches, 
and tusleaugx are introduced to him in a dream in which he is 
supposed to see while asleep, various situations that oceur in 
his tragedies. Mr. Somerset thus accounts for the origin of 
the bard of Avon’s plays, things not to be dreamt over, how- 
ever much Mr. S.’ compositions may be calculated for 
sucha purpose. The acting was decidedly b: id, a Mr. Rumball 
playing the part of Shakspeare, whie h he seleiesaa with at 
least historical accuracy, for Shakspeare every body knows was 
but an indifferent performer, This is the only trait in his 
character which Mr. Rumball has preserved, and it is an 
excellence his delineation of the part, to be attributed less 
to design than to accident. 


The audience at this house is very 
noisy and dirty, indeed the Cobourg now bears away the palm, 
both in respect to its pieces and its comp: iny. 

Mr. Peake’s Smuggler Boy is decidedly one of most 
interesting as well as most aan s pieces we have seen for 
along period. ‘This is all we have room to say weeh, and 
so much common justice requires, We shall enter more fully 
lufo the merits of the piece in our next number. 

We have seen a new melo-drama at Sadler’s Wells. It is 
called the = of Altenberg, aud is by no means devoid of 
interest. It has no lack of the customary niclo- 
dramatic interest: a pretty girl with a poor father. 
ing a licentious landlord, his daughiter’s virtue is endangered 


dramas. 


mere 


Ss owl 


the 
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sources of 


whe, hav- 


through his pecuniary embarrassment. In melo-dramas, te have 
a pretty daughter and be in arrear with rent, always seem to 
be synonymous, ‘Then the young lady has always her jathes 

landlord for one suitor and some. heroie youth for the other, 
one of whom, in the way of business, kills the other as a most 
inevitable conseqnenee, In the Harp ef Altenberg, ove of 


the characters is run through by a javelin some six inches 
thick, but lives and speechifies for three scenes afterwards. 
Melo-dramatie weapons are singularly accommodating, for a 
wound inflicted by them never thinks of takin ge effect till it is 
quite convenient, and though a man is perforated some tweuly 
times by sword or javelin, he always contrives to live long 
enough to contribute his mite of explanation to the denouement 
of the story. In spite of this, the Harp of Ait: nberg has 
many attractive points, and is produced in a maiuer highly 


creditable to the Sadler’s Wells management. 
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